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The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company owned the country's
leading* dockyards which are described in chapter x, page 148.
THE JAPANESE PERIOD
The great majority of the Irrawaddy Flotilla and other
powered craft were sunk or otherwise made unavailable to the
Japanese prior to British withdrawal in 1942. Many of the
hulks were found in a rusting condition when the country was
reoccupied in 1945. The Senda Company, and later the Yania-
shita Kisen Kaisha, took over riverine transport with a few
available river craft but by 1944 intensified Allied bombing
brought river traffic to a very low ebb. However, transporta-
tion by small boat continued, and in the latter part of 1944
traffic in the Pegu-Sittang Canal was almost normal in spite
of damage to a sluice.
The Japanese restored the Dalla Dockyards to operation,
expanding them in some respects while undertaking the build-
ing of small ships in a number of other places, including Mergui
at the far south. All such efforts, however, did not suffice to
keep riverine traffic at more than a small fraction of its prewar
level, and Allied bombing destroyed most dockyards before the
end of the war.
By the fall of 1944 the Japanese had a Burma Marine
Training School at Rangoon, with a six-months' course look-
ing toward the posts of captain and chief engineer on river
steamers. It would seem that such an institution might have a
place in any scheme for rehabilitation and reconstruction-
THE REHABILITATION PERIOD
The official Burma Gazette of May 25, 1946, publishes the
"Inland Water Transport Order/' 1946, setting up a Board
"to operate, regulate and control" inland water transport. It
consisted of officials and nonofficials, the latter presumably
being experienced Irrawaddy Flotilla officers for the most part.
This Board had very wide powers.
The first two years of reconstruction saw the repair of some
Irrawaddy Flotilla vessels, the return from India of others, and
the import from the United Kingdom of a few more, but traffic